At QCSS we believe that READING is not only a key to academic success but it can also be FUN!  Attached are lists of recommendations for grades 8-12.  We encourage you to read at least one book this summer and we hope you are inspired by some of our recommendations. All these books are available at the public library or at amazon.ca  (the source of the plot summaries).

Grade 8

Parvana’s Journey and /or The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis
Parvana's Journey continues the story begun in The Breadwinner, Deborah Ellis's phenomenally successful children's novel set in Afghanistan. Parvana, who disguised herself as a boy to feed her family in The Breadwinner, is now 13. She and her ailing father have been searching the war-torn Afghan countryside for her mother and three siblings, with whom they lost contact after the northern city of Mazar fell to the ruling Taliban. As this gripping sequel opens, Parvana's father has suddenly died and she is completely on her own for the first time. She can't even trust the kindness of strangers for fear that they will discover the secret of her gender.

The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole, Aged 13 ¾  by Sue Townsend
Teen angst had never been such serious – silly – business. In his secret diary, British Teen Adrian Mole excruciatingly details every morsel of his turbulent adolescence. Mixed in with daily reports about the zit sprouting on his chin are heartrending passages about his parents’ chaotic marriage. Adrian sees all, and he has something to say about everything. Delightfully self centered, Adrian is the sort of teen who could rule a much better world – if only his crazy relatives and class mates would get out of his way. 

Animal Farm by George Orwell
Animal Farm captures your imagination from the beginning.  Published in 1946, it is a fable of a workers' revolution gone wrong. When the downtrodden beasts of Manor Farm oust their drunken human master and take over management of the land, all starts well but ends wrong. 

The Hunger Games (Trilogy) By Suzanne Collins
In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of Panem, a shining Capitol surrounded by twelve outlying districts. The Capitol is harsh and cruel and keeps the other districts in line by forcing them to participate in the annual Hunger Games, a fight-to-the-death on live TV. One boy and one girl between the ages of twelve and sixteen are selected by lottery to play. The winner brings riches and favor tohis or her district. But that is nothing compared to what the Capitol wins: one more year of fearful compliance with its rule. Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen, who lives alone with her mother and younger sister, regards it as a death sentence when she is forced to represent her impoverished district in the Games. But Katniss has been close to dead before — and survival, for her, is second nature. Without really meaning to, she becomes a contender. But if she is to win, she will have to start making choices that weigh survival against humanity and life against love. 

Grade 9
Sense and Sensibility  by Jane Austen
A widowed mother and three daughters face a harsh reality as they rebuild their lives after the inheritance goes to a greedy stepson. Courtships and family betrayals are played out in the colourful world of Regency England. One sister is sensible, and the other emotional, or full of sensibility; who will play a better hand in the perilous game of courtship? 

Alice I Think by Susan Juby
Fifteen years old and nursing a “serious case of outcastitis”, Alice MacLeod is having a hard time finding anything much to like in small town Smithers, B.C. Her mom’s a folk-festival hippie chick with a hair-trigger temper, her dad’s a mild reasonable sort of loser who hides out in the basement trying to write soft-core romance novels, and her last school counselor threw a teary fit in the middle of a session and left the profession entirely. She’d love to “get past what my father calls my ‘knee-jerk dislike’ of just about anything”, but she’s not sure that there’s anything out there that’s worth it. 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part of a Part-time Indian by Sherman Alexi
Arnold Spirit, a goofy-looking dork with a decent jumpshot, spends his time lamenting life on the "poor-ass" Spokane Indian reservation, drawing cartoons (which accompany, and often provide more insight than, the narrative), and, along with his aptly named pal Rowdy, laughing those laughs over anything and nothing that affix best friends so intricately together. When a teacher pleads with Arnold to want more, to escape the hopelessness of the rez, Arnold switches to a rich white school and immediately becomes as much an outcast in his own community as he is a curiosity in his new one. He weathers the typical teenage indignations and triumphs like a champ but soon faces far more trying ordeals as his home life begins to crumble and decay amidst the suffocating mire of alcoholism on the reservation. Alexie's humor and prose are easygoing and well suited to his young audience, and he doesn't pull many punches as he levels his eye at stereotypes both warranted and inapt. A few of the plotlines fade to gray by the end, but this ultimately affirms the incredible power of best friends to hurt and heal in equal measure. Younger teens looking for the strength to lift themselves out of rough situations would do well to start here.

The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton

According to Ponyboy, there are two kinds of people in the world: greasers and socs. A soc (short for "social") has money, can get away with just about anything, and has an attitude longer than a limousine. A greaser, on the other hand, always lives on the outside and needs to watch his back. Ponyboy is a greaser, and he's always been proud of it, even willing to rumble against a gang of socs for the sake of his fellow greasers--until one terrible night when his friend Johnny kills a soc. The murder gets under Ponyboy's skin, causing his bifurcated world to crumble and teaching him that pain feels the same whether a soc or a greaser. This classic, written by S. E. Hinton when she was 16 years old, is as profound today as it was when it was first published in 1967.

Grade 10

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain
Mark Twain’s classic novel, The Adventure of Huckleberry Finn, tells the story of a teenaged misfit who finds himself floating on a raft down the Mississippi River with an escaped slave, Jim. In the course of their perilous journey, Huck and Jim meet adventure, danger and a cast of characters who are sometimes menacing and often hilarious. 

Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
Read the adventures of the pipe-smoking detective on Baker Street who is able to deduce all sorts of things with just an observant glance. The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes shows off Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s first collection of mysteries involving Holmes, and in them human psychology meets the sometimes bizarre. The greatest detective stories of all time. 

Like Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen
Jacob Jankowski is about to graduate from veterinary school, but his parents are killed in a car crash, leaving him in the middle of the Great Depression with no home, no family, and no career. Almost by accident, Jacob joins the circus. There he falls in love with the beautiful performer Marlena, who is married to the circus’ psychotic animal trainer. He also meets the other love of his life, Rosie the elephant. This lushly romantic novel travels back and forth in time between Jacob’s present day in a nursing home and his adventures in the surprisingly harsh world of 1930’s circuses. 

Grade 11

A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini
A Thousand Special Suns tells the intensely moving story of how two modern Afghan women overcome the great challenges that face women in Afghanistan and rise about their victimization. Khaled Hosseini has succeeded in capturing many important historical and contemporary themes in a way that will make your heart ache.

Brave New World by Aldous Huxley
Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World is one of the best science fiction novels and most brilliant pieces of satire ever written. The novel takes place on a future Earth where human beings are mass-produced and conditioned for lives in a rigid caste system. As the story progresses, we learns some of the disturbing secrets that lie underneath the bright, shiny façade of this highly –ordered world. Disturbingly, humanity seems to be moving closer to Huxley’s dystopian vision.

Three Day Road by Joseph Boyden
Joseph Boyden's first novel is the story of two Cree friends, Xavier and Elijah, who leave their pristine northern country to end up in the horrific trenches of World War I. Loosely based on the real life of a famous Canadian sniper, the story is told from two first-person views: those of Xavier and his old aunt and only living relative, Niska. After the war, Niska is taking her wounded nephew back home north to the bush in a canoe. Their trip is the three-day road of the title, which also refers to the journey taken after death. The story of the war is told in flashbacks on this journey as Xavier recovers from morphine addiction. Niska also relates various stories to Xavier, believing there is "medicine in the tale."

Boyden is a natural storyteller. Both the Native tales of the north and the grim accounts of the war in France and Belgium have the ring of truth. His images can be subtly appropriate--raiders who go over the top are "eaten by the night"--and his characterizations are excellent, especially the three main players and Xavier's Canadian trenchmates. Eventually, Elijah seems to feed on the death all around him, becoming a "windigo," while Xavier begins to question the sanity of the war and his friend's growing madness, realizing "we all fight on two fronts, the one facing the enemy, the one facing what we do to the enemy." Not for the squeamish reader, this is a powerful novel that takes a new angle on a popular subject, "the war to end all wars."

Through Black Spruce by Joseph Boyden
This is a complex and colorful tale that deals with the incredible struggles of a First Nations family's attempts to become reconciled after years of living apart and suffering alone. The novel's main setting encompasses the wilds of northern Ontario where a family has grown up learning to survive by living off the land. Boyden is especially effective in mapping out the journey that native people take from their roots in the wilderness to the fleshpots of the big city in search of an ever-elusive identity. He offers a very graphic description of the hardships of First Nations people who move outside the reserve and become separated from kin. That alone makes this book worth reading.

Cibou, bySusan Young de Biagi
Sensitive and enlightening, Cibou is set in 17th-century Mi'kma'ki, territory of the Mi'kmaq of Maritime Canada. The story is that of a young Mi'kmaq woman and her relationship with Jesuit missionary Anthony Daniel - a historical figure who was first stationed in Cape Breton in 1632 - and his brother, Captain Charles Daniel who had established a French trading post in 1629. The priest Daniel was later posted to Huronia where, 14 years later, he met a violent end and martyrdom as Saint Anthony Daniel. Susan Biagi has woven a marvelously intuitive tale ... at once beautiful and harsh, observing the simple and dangerous lives of cultures interacting on the threshold of new world history.

Grade 12
The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
In the Republic of Gilead, formetly the United States, far-right ideals have been carried to extremes in the monotheocratic government. The resulting society is a feminist’s nightmare: women are strictly controlled, unable to have jobs or money and assigned to various classes: the chaste, childless Wives, the housekeeping Marthas, and the reproductive Handmaids, who turn their offspring over the “morally fit” Wives.

Blink by Malcolm Gladwell

In Blink, Gladwell asserts that snap judgments can quite often be as good decision made cautiously and deliberately. Using a wide variety of examples – an ex-Marine’s victory in a war-game simulation , a museum’s purchase of a bogus statue, and emergency room’s method for diagnosing heart attacks – Gladwell asks us to step back from overly analytical decision-making  and trust our instincts and experience. 

Kiss of the Fur Queen by Thompson Highway

The novel opens in 1951 with Abraham Okimasis's victory in "The World Championship Dog Derby," a major dog-sled race. Part of his prize is a kiss from the winner of a local beauty pageant, a young white woman with the title of Fur Queen. This touch of white culture indelibly marks the lives of Abraham's sons, Jeremiah and Gabriel, who grow into acclaimed artists attempting to work within white, European traditions while retaining the influence of Native culture. The novel follows the boys from the idyllic innocence of their Cree childhood through a forced relocation to an abusive residential school to their lives as young artists attempting to discover how far their natural talents can take them. Highway frankly depicts the abuse of Native students at the hands of the Catholic priests who run the residential schools, but falls short of overt condemnation. This startling material is tempered, in a remarkably skilful manipulation of prose, by an almost complete lack of editorial intrusion by the sympathetic narrator. 

Monkey Beach by Eden Robinson
Set in the coastal Haisla village of Kitamaat near British Columbia's dauntingly gorgeous Queen Charlotte Islands, Monkey Beach is the story of Lisa and her Haisla community, including uncles involved in First Nations warrior movements, industrious grandmothers with one foot in the grave and the other in various spirit worlds, and the long-armed specter of residential schools. The path to adulthood (and you risk a bloody nose if you call Lisa an adult) for Lisa and her friends is beset by the dangers of substance abuse and family violence but sprinkled with hopes as varied as Olympic gold or, sadly, a "really great truck." 
