DECEMBER

15th  QCSS Christmas Banquet/Last Day of Classes before Vacation
16th  Professional Development/No school

A CHRISTMAS THOUGHT FROM THE PRINCIPAL:

Mrs. Borserio’s Yearbook Class asked if T would write something for

Christmas that expressed what I found meaningful at this time of year. Suggestions such JANUARY
as, “A Christmas Carol” or “It’s a Wonderful Life” were appealing topics to me as they 3rd  School Re-Opens
certainly express some of the key values that we remember during the Christmas season. 10th  Staff Meeting

23-27 Grade 10-12 Provincial Exams
27th  End of Term II/End of Semester I
30th  Turn Around Day/NI Day

While T dearly love and enjoy these films, T somehow feel that the practical realities of life
can make their messages a bit surreal. So, I'have decided that “Rudolph the Red Nosed

Reindeer” would be my focus for this year. 31st  Term 2 Marks/Final Reports Sem. 1 to Office
While it may seem strange to choose a film about a flying reindeer with a glowing

red nose as a way of emphasizing the practical realities of life, there is a whole aspect to FEBRUARY

this story that I think we can often forget, especially during our Christmas celebrations. 6th PAC Meeting (6:00pm)

10th Professional Development/No School

As Christmas approached when I was a boy, I loved watching Rudolph, and would
14th Staff Meeting

invariably find myself feeling very sad over the cruelty of “all of the other reindeer” and

even of Rudolph’s own father when he rejected the young reindeer. Rudolph’s
MARCH

6th PAC Meeting (6:00pm)
12th Interms (Optional) to Office

companions in his quest to find a place where he was valued included Hermie, an elf who
wanted to be a dentist, and Yukon Cornelius, an odd friendless prospector. While escaping

from the abominable snowman, this odd band of mistits discovered an island inhabited by 13th  Staff Meeting
misfit toys. Of course the toys felt especially unwanted at Christmas when all the other 19-23  March Break
toys were finding homes where they were loved. 26th  School Re-Opens
So, why is Rudolph so important to me at Christmas? Well, Christmas time in my
home always included a few people who were not part of my family. My mother always APRIL
made a point of inviting friends who had no family to go to and often would invite 2nd PAC Meeting (6:00pm)

. , 6th Good Friday/No School
someone that just wouldn’t be wanted by too many other people. Tremember that when ok Faster Monday/No school
we began this tradition we all argued that Christmas should be a family time and that 10th Staff Meeting
outsiders would harm the spirit of the season. In typical fashion my mother taught us 12th  Wex Interviews/ Volunteer Day
the proper spirit and our guests always made the celebrations even more wonderful. (It’s 13th End of Term 111

interesting that these same people ended up at my house on a pretty regular basis —not 17th Term 3 Marks to Office

just Christmas.) That is the message of Rudolph; the misfit toys found homes, Hermie and

May
Yukon saved everyone from the snow monster and even the bad guy was reformed and
, i 7th PAC Meeting (6:00pm)
found a place. Of course, as we all know, Rudolph’s nose became the cause of his fame -
8th Grade Seven Visit
instead of his derision. 9-11 Work Experience for Senior Students
We are all used to hearing about giving food or money at Christmas and we start 11th Professional Development Day/No School
to feel good when our checkbooks alleviate our consciences for another year. But the 15-18 Junior Limestone
. . . . 18-20 Senior Limestone
practical reality of our lives is that there are many around us who do not have a place, do Sist Victoria Day/No School
not feel loved or wanted and our checkbooks don’t do much for them. If we take the time
to look around at the people in our lives, maybe even in our own families, who are some- JUNE
how on the fringe, who may experience a different kind of poverty, and make an effort to 1-30 Gym Closed and Not Available to User Groups
reach out to them, we may discover that we are the ones who have grown richer and the 9th Grad Ceremony
abominable snow monsters in our own lives may somchow be reformed. 12th Staff Meeting
I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of all the Teachers,Staff and 19th End of Term [V/Last Day of Regular Classes
Stud FOCSS i< all of h d safe Chri holid 20-28 Provincial Exams
tudents of Q to wish all of you a very happy and safe Christmas holiday. 28th Awards Ceremony 6:30pm
29th Administration Day/No School
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